[bookmark: _GoBack]Presentation Title: From Loyalists to Lincolnville: An Analysis of Environmental Injustice and the Legacies of Racism in Nova Scotia
Author: Donelle Fraser
Dalhousie University, Halifax, NS 

This article traces the history of discriminatory environmental policy in Nova Scotia, focusing on the “clearing” of Africville in the 1970s and the siting of a second-generation landfill in the African Nova Scotian community of Lincolnville in 2006. These two cases are illustrative of an issue known as environmental racism, which is defined as the inequitable distribution of environmental burdens across communities that are socially privileged, and communities that are vulnerable, especially communities of colour or low-income communities. It also refers to the lack of political power that these communities hold in opposing inequitable environmental policy decisions. I analyze these cases through the lens of environmental justice, which emphasizes the importance of privileging peoples’ lived experiences of injustice and recognizing the mechanisms by which historical oppression continues to manifest itself in current decision-making. I argue that environmental racism in Nova Scotia is a consequence of a lack of legislation addressing issues of justice and rights within environmental procedures, compounded by a long legacy of racism in the province dating back to the arrival of Black loyalists. The ENRICH project is a community-based participatory action research project that was launched in 2012 to address and advocate against environmental racism in African Nova Scotian and Mi’kmaw communities. This project has made significant progress toward achieving environmental justice in Nova Scotia; however, more work remains to be done before stories such as Africville will truly be history.
