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ABSTRACT

The majority of harbours in the Maritime Provinces exist primarily to serve the commercial fishing and aquaculture industries or other industrial uses. Each year, a significant amount of funds are spent on dredging activities in order to maintain access to many of these harbours, in turn sustaining many of these coastal communities. 

Owners have been experiencing increased difficulty in finding appropriate locations for the disposal of dredged sediment in the Atlantic Provinces. Identifying effective disposal options for dredged sediment that are sustainable, cost-effective and protective of human health and the environment is important in sustaining the long-term economic viability of many harbours in small communities.  

This presentation will discuss the characterization of typical dredged sediment and common contaminants of concern and will highlight disposal options. A discussion of the challenges associated with disposing marine sediment on land will be presented, along with practical solutions to mitigate risks to the environment.   

