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Abstract: 

Whether it is a green-field site, active remediation project or brownfield reclamation area, aerial reconnaissance has been a tool in the toolbox for environmental professionals for many years now.  Whether it was trudging through the orthographic photos at your local DNR office in the past, searching the web for provincial satellite imagery & historical records or more simply scanning google earth, the future appears to be in Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) or more simply put drones.  Over the past few years drone technology, affordable to the average Joe, has improved our access to real time aerial reconnaissance that has you at the controls.  You at the controls allows operators to gain the information necessary, real time, and place concentration or emphasis on areas of concern.  While we do still have planes and helicopters at our disposal, drones offer a cost effective option that allows us to see exactly what we want to see with features and/or anomalies on any properties or sites with the advantage of repeating this over and over whether it is within minutes, hours or days, all dependent on our own schedules.  In addition to this versatility and convenience, the technology that can be employed by drones can assist us with quantity survey, infrared scanning, bathymetry, sampling and who knows what’s next.  The sky’s the limit!     

In this presentation I hope to show you where some of the technology is today and how Nova Scotia Lands Inc. has been and will be using drone technology to assist us in carrying out our business.

