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ABSTRACT: West Virginia, a mountainous state in the Appalachian Coal area of the US with extensive surface and underground coal mining, witnessed the birth of what would become The American Society of Mining and Reclamation (ASMR). In 1973, at a time when post-mining land use, worldwide, was an afterthought, it started as a small advisory council to the mining industry and regulators. At that time, environmental concerns and reclamation were nowhere routine; efficient resource extraction was primary. At the dawn of the modern era of environmental awareness, the council was at the forefront of developing reclamation methodologies. The scope of the organization evolved and expanded over the years and its name change reflected that development. Originally, surface mining was the focus, but as the industry increasingly moved into planned subsidence techniques, longwall miming in particular, subsidence mitigation was included. In the US, coalmine reclamation concerns were originally only loosely regulated by the states, but in 1977, the US federal government became more involved with the passage of SMCRA, the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act. Since then, ASMR has served as an information exchange medium among reclamation researchers, regulators, mining industry, and industries providing reclamation services and equipment. In addition, SMCRA generated educational initiatives across the US as Universities developed programs to generate research and degree programs related to reclamation. The two authors of this presentation are alumni of that early educational effort in Illinois. Membership in ASMR comes primarily from the US, but includes international colleagues from Australia, Canada, Greece, India, Indonesia, New Zealand, Nigeria, Poland, South Africa, United Kingdom, Venezuela, and the People’s Republic of China. The primary goal of the society is technology transfer to make the world a better place while allowing the mining industry and other anthropogenic land disturbances to have a minimal impact on the environment. Recently, a proposal was put forth to more efficiently coordinate reclamation worldwide. This talk will present a brief overview of the history and the significant achievements of ASMR in effective reclamation both nationally and internationally.
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