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Airborne Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) data is an increasingly useful and diverse tool in fields such as surveying, engineering, environmental management and emergency response operations. The collection of millions of high density LiDAR points (point cloud), precisely measures three dimensional information and enables high accuracy modelling of the earth’s surface. Periodic acquisition, or when used in conjunction with existing topographic data, enables high accuracy monitoring of land, vegetation and water in addition to providing data for change detection, planning and land use management. Change detection using LiDAR data has become a valuable tool for monitoring surface disturbance, vegetation management and development.
In 2018, New Brunswick will become the first province in Canada to have complete provincial LiDAR coverage. All provincial LiDAR data is published by Service New Brunswick and is freely available online for download and use from GeoNB. 
