


More than 100 peatland restoration projects in Canada : A (brief) history of a successful partnership between academic research and the horticultural peat industry.
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As of today, more than 100 peatland restoration projects, ranging from 0.5 to 40 ha in area, have been implemented across five Canadian provinces with the Moss Layer Transfer Technique (MLTT), a restoration technique that has been developed by the Peatland Ecology Research Group (PERG) and the Canadian horticultural peat industry. More than 25 years of research in partnership led to the development of an efficient restoration technique for Sphagnum peatlands where peat extraction activities occurred. Following restoration with the MLTT, plant communities developing in restored peatlands are dominated by peatland plants species including peat-accumulating mosses like Sphagnum, which have the ability to restore the carbon storage function of the ecosystem a decade to 15 years after restoration. In average, the method resulted in a transfer rate (proportion of species present in the donor site that are successfully establishing in the restored site) of 82%. Management decisions when implementing the restoration are among the most influential factors that will determine the plant communities establishing after restoration. A careful application of the method is thus important and as practitioners are gaining more expertise in applying the method, restoration success is likely to increase. 



