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The Hammond River Angling Associations (HRAA) Enhancing Headwater Wetlands in Palmer Brook project restored a 30-metre forested buffer zone around two provincially regulated wetlands in the Palmer Brook tributary that had been converted to a gravel extraction site.  This project was funded by Environment and Climate Change Canada. In total 9000 square metres of gravel pit were restored to a forested state, by excavating and regrading compacted soil and infilling with 7 cm topsoil/overburden mix. With help from the Saint John Scouts, other community volunteers and HRAA staff, a mix of native tree species (tamarack, white pine, red, black, and white spruce) were planted on site.  A cover crop of white Dutch clover was planted to decrease the risk of invasive species growth, fix nitrogen into a bioavailable form, and help protect the soil to prevent erosion.  As the vegetative community establishes itself, this buffer zone will improve wetland functions and water quality downstream by helping to filter out sediments, improving the storage of floodwater, and improving nutrient cycling. Native hardwoods are already beginning to re-establish naturally.  

The HRAA feels this project was so successful that we are already pursuing similar projects.  It will be rewarding to monitor the growth of the forest and see improvements to water quality for years to come.

