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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Avon River causeway and aboiteau were constructed in 1968-1970 to protect ~2,100 ha of farmland and local communities from tidal flooding.   The decision to build this infrastructure was jointly made by the local communities, the federal departments of Agriculture and Fisheries, and the Province of NS.  The system replaced 26 km of dykes and 60 aboiteaux.  It also allowed for the development of Highway 101, realignment of a railway, and the formation of a lake that supports fisheries, boating, and freshwater withdrawal for snow-making at nearby Ski Martock.  At the time, there was little regard for fish passage.  DFO had considered previous history of the Avon system and significant impacts by dams, forestry, agriculture and fishing.  The Port of Windsor had also ceased to exist because of changes in the channel (thalweg) over time – and very likely related to earlier construction of railway and road bridges.  This infrastructure now has to be upgraded to adapt to climate change and meet fish passage requirements of the Fisheries Act.  In fact, the aboiteau is at the end of its life and urgently needs to be replaced.  Unlike the Petitcodiac situation, the project proponents, NSTIR and NSDA, are retaining an aboiteau-causeway system.  To help us through a design process, we engaged specialized teams to investigate fisheries, adjacent salt marsh and mudflats, and modern aboiteau designs, and tasked our community liaison committee (CLC) to assist with public engagement and consultation.  Our presentation will highlight our findings and our plans for the annual 100-year event at the Avon River Causeway.

