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The Giant Mine officially opened as a gold mine in 1948 and operated for over 50 years. The Site was declared orphaned and abandoned in 1999, handing responsibility of the Site to the federal government. The site is located within Yellowknife City limits and requires management of multiple site liabilities and residual risks, including 237,000 tonnes of arsenic trioxide dust currently stored in underground chambers. As a result of the Site’s legacy, the selected remedial options and long-term management are of significant concern to local residents. In response to and acknowledgment of this concern, the Project Team has implemented multiple engagement processes and channels with affected parties, going above and beyond required levels of engagement. These efforts have directly influenced development of the Closure and Reclamation Plan and existing and proposed monitoring programs for the Site, creating a more collaborative approach to remediation planning than is normally seen. In addition, the Project Team is proposing a proactive approach to implementation of its Closure and Reclamation Plan, using standard Water Licence processes, within a regulatory framework which was largely constructed to manage resource development projects, rather than remediation. This presentation will discuss how the Project Team has used engagement and regulatory mechanisms to support selection of remedial options and create a plan and process for site reclamation it believes will be sustainable into the long-term future.


